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"Drone Technology and Its Impact on the Appraisal Industry" stresses safety and the necessary 
steps to be able to utilize aerial technology in business practice. The seminar touches on fixed wing 
drones but emphasizes multi-rotor drones. A variety of different multi-rotor drones are shown and 
their capabilities are discussed. There is an abundance of videos and photographs to assist in the 
learning process and keep attention. Different applications for aerial technology being used today 
are presented and discussed. Finally, because of Lamar's affiliation with several local Atlanta drone 
companies he has had the ability to work on a television show, film various residential, commercial 
and industrial properties, and work on video and photographic shoots for various industries. 
 
Lamar Ellis is an educational leader in the drone industry. Several attendees of his seminar also 
took other drone educational seminars. They all stated that "Drone Technology and Its Impact on 
the Appraisal Industry" was all encompassing and really useful in giving a real insight into the 
Drone Industry. Unlike other seminars on the market, the goal of this seminar is not to sell anything 
but to give an overall understanding of the current aerial technology market and the possible future 
  
 

Seven hours of continuing education has been approved with the Appraisal 
Institute, Oregon and Washington.  

  
OR. Approval #-AIGO-C-0616-1863 

WA. Approval #-AP3645 
  

                                                              

GOCAI Presents: Willamette Falls and Oregon City Real Estate Update  
John V. Donnerberg, MAI 
john@donnerberg.com 
   
On July 15th, The Greater Oregon Chapter of the Appraisal Institute was invited to a sneak-peak of 
one of the more significant public / private developments ever proposed for our region. Chapter 
president, John Donnerberg, MAI, was accompanied by Kelly Reid and Eric Underwood of Oregon 
City planning and urban renewal as they narrated a 2-hour guided tour of the Willamette Falls 
Legacy Project. 
  
Fifteen members of our chapter were given a glimpse into the past as we toured the now closed 
Blue Heron paper mill. The event offered 2 hours of CE in both Oregon and Washington. The event 
sold out within a few days as it was capped at 15 people due to safety concerns at the active 
redevelopment site. 
  
For more than a century, the awe-inspiring beauty of Willamette Falls was closed to the public. 
Soon, it won't be. Oregon City, Clackamas County, Metro, the Governor's Regional Solutions Team 
and the site's private owner, Falls Legacy LLC, along with a dedicated team of community 
advocates, businesspeople and interested members of the public, are working to bring the Falls 
back to the people. Long-term plans include a public riverwalk along the edge of the Willamette 
River and a thriving, connected, downtown Oregon City with room for housing, public spaces, 
habitat restoration, education and employment. 
  
After the falls tour, Eric Underwood narrated a walking roundtable discussion of the impact of 
recent urban renewal efforts in the downtown area. Attendees enjoyed a hosted lunch at Oregon 
City restaurant, The Verdict. Additional tour opportunities may be available as the project 
progresses. Our chapter will make an effort to schedule additional tours next season.  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Newly Designated 
Margaret L. Nelson-Quin, SRA  
margaret@phoenixappraisal.org 

 
I was raised in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains in a little town that 
was known during the California Gold Rush as the Gem of the Southern Mines. 
Eventually I ended up on the north coast of California where I began my 
appraisal career in a market area that was about 30 miles long and a couple of 
miles wide. I started out on my career path as a cosmetologist, I then became 
an Electronics Technician and work for a time at Hewlett Packard. My path into 
appraising was a short stint as a Real Estate agent where I discovered the 
absolute joy of digging around in the county records.  

  
Although it is helpful as a Real Estate salesperson to know lots of information about a property, I 
personally had a need to share everything I knew with the potential buyer. This was not so helpful, 
and frankly I couldn't understand why someone wouldn't want to know all the details. Enter 
appraisal where, for the most part, the client is very interested in any information I can dig up about 
a property.  
  
Right after I received my residential license I met a general appraiser named Dean Strupp who told 
me if there were only two things I did in my appraisal career, I should join the Appraisal Institute 
and achieve my general license. I immediately joined the Appraisal Institute and set out on the six 
year long journey of finding a general supervisor.    
  
After cutting my teeth on rural appraisal in Mendocino County, my life partner and I moved to the 
Rogue Valley to be closer to medical services and Home Depot. For fun I like to fix things around 
the house, attend theatrical productions, and travel to Alaska or somewhere else on the ocean at 



every opportunity. Personally I think there is a situation for every kind of music. My favorite movie is 
Legally Blonde. Tacked to the top of my computer screen is a quote by Eleanor Roosevelt. "You 
gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear in 
the face. You must do the thing you think you cannot do. 
  
Appraising is my third career, and if I were able I would return to either of my previous careers. My 
advice to anyone on the designation path would be to get the course work out of the way as soon 
as you can. Even though most of what you are taught you already know, the things you don't know 
or have forgotten will improve the quality of your appraisal work with the first course. 

Garrett W. Pottmeyer, SRA 
acsopc@gmail.com    

  
I grew up mostly in southern Oregon, Roseburg and Grants Pass, with stints 
in Alaska, Louisiana, and L.A.  I graduated from Grants Pass High School 
and then went on to graduate from Southern Oregon University in 2002.   
  
I enjoy socializing with an amazing group of family and friends.  Soccer is 
still a big part of my exercise regimen.  I also DJ events and weddings from 
Seattle to San Diego; it's a good hobby to have.  Camping and traveling 
have also become a very important part of my life recently as well.  

  
Some of my favorites include sandwich/hoagie, a fan of most all music, and Portland Timbers. A 
favorite quote of mine is "Do what you love, it's going to lead where you want to go," from Wayne 
White. 
  
The SRA Designation was worth every penny and every minute of time.  I learned so much in the 
process and it allowed me to feel more confident in my work instead of trying to sneak by without 
anyone giving attention to my reports.  I was able to grow as an appraiser, my evaluation methods 
are stronger (and not just my sales approach), my adjustments are supported, and I am able to 
take on more complex work as I am capable of tackling unique and uncommon properties in my 
area (which also comes with increased fees). 

Upcoming Events  2016 
 

DATE DESCRIPTION LOCATION 

September 9 7- Hour National USPAP Update DoubleTree by Hilton 
Tigard, OR.  

September 29 Timber Cruising and Valuation 
(2 hours, with social) 

TBA 

September 30 Drone Technology and it's impact 
on the Appraisal Industry 

DoubleTree by Hilton 
Tigard, OR. 

October 17-21 Advanced Income Capitalization DoubleTree by Hilton 
Tigard, OR. 

October 21 Contract or Effective Rent: 
Find the Real Rent 

 (4  hours)  

DoubeTree by Hilton 
Tigard, OR. 

 

   
For a complete list of upcoming classes and events, and to register for any of these classes, please visit the 
GOCAI website  www.oregonappraisers.org/event.html  
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